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BRUCE MAU : THE INCOMPLETE MANIFESTO FOR GROWTH

Read only left-hand pages / Ne lisez que les 
pages de gauche
Marshall McLuhan did this. By decreasing the amount of information, 
we leave room for what he called our “noodle.”

Make new words / Inventez de mots
Expand the lexicon. The new conditions demand a new way of thin-
king. The thinking demands new forms of expression. The expression 
generates new conditions.

Think with your mind / Pensez avec votre tête
Forget technology. Creativity is not device-dependent.

Don’t borrow money / N’empruntez pas 
d’argent 
Once again, Frank Gehry’s advice. By maintaining financial control, 
we maintain creative control. It’s not exactly rocket science, but it’s 
surprising how hard it is to maintain this discipline, and how many 
have failed.

Listen carefully / écoutez avec attention
Every collaborator who enters our orbit brings with him or her a 
world more strange and complex than any we could ever hope to 
imagine. By listening to the details and the subtlety of their needs, 
desires, or ambitions, we fold their world onto our own. Neither party 
will ever be the same.

Take field trips / Sortez 
The bandwidth of the world is greater than that of your TV set, or 
the Internet, or even a totally immersive, interactive, dynamically 
rendered, object-oriented, real-time, computer graphic–simulated 
environment.

Imitate/ Imitez
Don’t be shy about it. Try to get as close as you can. You’ll never 
get all the way, and the separation might be truly remarkable. We 
have only to look to Richard Hamilton and his version of Marcel 
Duchamp’s large glass to see how rich, discredited, and underused 
imitation is as a technique.

Scat
When you forget the words, do what Ella did: make up something 
else … but not words.

Break it, stretch it, bend it, crush it, crack it, 
fold it.
Explore the other edge/ Essayez l’autre coté
Great liberty exists when we avoid trying to run with the technologi-
cal pack. We can’t find the leading edge because it’s trampled under-
foot. Try using old-tech equipment made obsolete by an economic 
cycle but still rich with potential.

Coffee breaks, cab rides, green rooms/ Pose 
café, tour en taxi, chambres vertes
Real growth often happens outside of where we intend it to, in the 
interstitial spaces 

Avoid fields / Ne restez pas enfermé dans une 
discipline
Jump fences. Disciplinary boundaries and regulatory regimes are 
attempts to control the wilding of creative life. They are often unders-
tandable efforts to order what are manifold, complex, evolutionary 
processes. Our job is to jump the fences and cross the fields.

Laugh / Riez
People visiting the studio often comment on how much we laugh. 
Since I’ve become aware of this, I use it as a barometer of how com-
fortably we are expressing ourselves.

Remember / Rappelez-vous
Growth is only possible as a product of history. Without memory, 
innovation is merely novelty. History gives growth a direction. But a 
memory is never perfect. Every memory is a degraded or composite 
image of a previous moment or event. That’s what makes us aware 
of its quality as a past and not a present. It means that every memory 
is new, a partial construct different from its source, and, as such, a 
potential for growth itself.

Power to the people / La liberté pour tous
Play can only happen when people feel they have control over their 
lives. We can’t be free agents if we’re not free.




